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And what Marian is there ſo great, that 
bath Statutes. and Judgments ſo rig 


„ 


teons f 


M enters upon a freſh Detail, and 

gives a more circumſtantial Ac- 
count of that Series of Miracles, which 
attended the Children of 1-ael. in their 
Journeyings thro the Wilderneſs, from 
Aare to the Land of Canaan, frequently 
interrupts the Thread of his Narration, 
in order to reaſon. with them concerning 


* 


the; righteous Acts of the Logp : - He 


continually reminds them of what great 
Things he had done for them, and ſtrongly 
1 B | urges 


® 
. 14 4 


[6} 
urges them as ſo many Motives to Grati- 
tude and Obedience. | © rn 


n firſt Inſtance which he gives, was 
no leſs great and ſtupend us in ;telf, than 
wonderful in the Means by which it was 
effected; and was fuch a ſingular Act of 
Gop's Power, as he had never before, nor 
has ever ſince, exerted in Fayour of any 
People: * Hath Gop aſſayed to go, and 
tale him à Wation from the Midft of ano- 
ther . Mation, by Temptations, by Signs, and 

Wonders, and by War, and by a mighty 
and, — by a I dene er Arm, 2 5 
e Terrors, according to all that the 
ORD Jour Go p did for J0u's in e 20 


255 Jour Eyes 4 


Ap this Divine ro which: had fo 
e diſplayed itſelf in their De- 
liverance from Ægyptian Slavery, accom- 
panied them in every Stage of their Jour- 
ney, and was a preſent Help to then 1 in 


(1) Dæur. iv. 34. 


Trouble, 


L 91 
Trouble, to reſcue them fromall Diſtreſſes 
kee eg ply all their Wants 
and Neceſſities: * For what Wation is 


there /a great, awho hath Gop Jo nigh. unt 
them, as the Loxp our GoD 3s in ail Thi 


that we hail "wm Him 1 . 


i 
44 


and 3 He gave ham © a Sy ſtem 4; 
Laws to be the ſtanding Rule of thei Be- 
haviour, which were not only molt righ- 
teous in themſelves, but the beſt· ſuited to 

the State and Circumſtances of 

that People. He was the Author (if L 
may fo term it) of their Statute and Re- 
clefiaſtical Law, and regulated both their 
Civil and Religious Conduct The Form 
of Goyernment which he eſtabliſhed among 
them was a Theocracy, by which he he- 
came their Law girer and Ae Kg. 


1 


121 Drur. iv, 7. 


3 


Axp 


| - - 
* 3 
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[8] 
Ap theſe Laws, Moſes tells them, 
Should be their Wiſdom and Underſtanding 
in the Sight of the Wations, who fhould 
hear, all theſe Statutes, and not knowing 
their Divine Original, but judging them 
to be mere Inſtitutions of their own, ſhould 
ſay, Surely this great Nation is a wiſe and 


render ſtanding People: For what Marion 
is there fo great, that hath & tatutes and 


Fudgments 4 e P-:- 


Now, though we cannot boaſt the Di- 
vine Inſtitution: of our Laws, nor fay that 
the Form of our Government is from 
Gov, yet we may, with the ſtricteſt Truth 
and Propriety, rm, That there is no M. 
tin ſo great that hath Statutes and Judg- 
ments ſo righteous. 


O Part, W of our 1 Conſtitution, 
as it. is founded on the expreſs Word of 
Gop, and modell'd upon that Plan which 
He has laid down in the Goſpel, may be 


laid to be of Divine Appointment ; thou gh 
its 


141 


rated with the State; and 
— a ＋ our Eſtabliſhment may be 
conſidered as merely human. The Pro- 
feſſion of-Chriſtianity is common to us 
with many other Nations; but the Pro- 
feſſion of it in its utmoſt Purity, and in 
all Things ſo eonformable to the Rules of 
the Goſpel, as in its Doctrine and Diſci- 
pline, in its Form of Government, and 
Manner of Worſhip, is, e peculiar 


to us, 


Non have we much ſeſs to ſay ev 

of our Civil Eſtabliſnment, which the Pro- 
videnee of Gop hath wonderfully preſerv d 
in theſe Kingdoms; which, if compar'd 
with the Civil Inſtitutions. x other Nati- 

ons, will be found to exceed them, not 

enly in the fundamental Laws of its Con- 
ſtitution, but in thoſe righteous Acts which 
have, from Time to Time, been enacted, 
for the Good of the People. For it pro- 
poſes this as the ſole End of all its Laws, 


and not only conſiders Government as or- 
gained 


[20 ] 
dained for this Purpoſe, but even Kings 
themſelves as tn of the State. 


Harrr are the people chat are i in ſuch 
a Caſe, who have not only the Loxp for 
their Gop, and worſhip Him in the Beauty 
of Holineſs ; but are govern'd by a Set of 
Laws, whoſe ſole Object is their Welfare 


and 8 


1 HOPE, en p it will not. be 
unſuitable to the Occaſion we are upon to 
enlarge upon this Subject, and to point 
out the Happineſs we enjoy under our 
n N ational Eſtabliſhment ; and then, 


5 bur, To ſew thoſe Diſ Diſpoſitions 
or Affections, which this Conſideration 
ought to excite, both in ON ad 


People. 


„Aud the Fir of the; tims hard but 
little Pains to explain ſo clear a Matter, 


and to convince Men of the Truth of 
what 


L 
p 
q 
E 


[ IT * 
what they dail feel and e experience. For 
who is there ſo ignorant as — to know? 
80 ſenſeleſs as not to perceive? 80 un- 
grateful as not to acknowledge the Feli- 
city he enjoys in the Protection of his Per- 
ſon, in the Security of his Property, in the 
Preſervation of his Liberty, and Religion, 
under our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment ? 
Which is a juſt rn erament of Freedom 


and Power; an Ballance of the Pre- 


rogative of the "Prince, and the Liberty 
of the Subject; wherein the Boundaries of 
both are ſettled, and each is prefery'd 
without encroaching on the Other. = 


Bur, in Order to fate che Thing more 
clearly, I ſhall divide the Privileges we 
enjoy under our happy Conſtitution into 
Civil and Religious, 2. e. into ſuch. as we 


enjoy as Citizens and Freemen, and fuch 
as WC enjoy as Chriſtians and Proteſtants. 


As to the Firſt of theſe, it is evident 


that we are in full Poſſeſſſon of all our Civil 


Rights, 


= Je} 
Rights, which are ſecur d to us by the Act 
of Settlement, and other juſt and rigl te- 


ous Laws, calculated for that End and 
Purpoſe, and contriv d with a View to 
their Preſervation. For theſe Laws are 
not the arbitrary Impoſitions of deſpotick 
Power, but the calm and ſober Delibera- 
tions of a wiſe Legiſlature, compos'd of 
the one Part of Perſons not only elected 
by the free Voice, but choſen out of the 
Body of the People, and deputed by them 
to be the Guardians of their Liberties, the 
Protectors of their Rights: and Properties : 
Who have for that End a Freedom of 
debating upon all Points that are propos'd 
to them, and a Power of putting, a Nega- 
tive upon what ſhall appear to them in- 
jurious to the Rights of the People. And 
therefore whatſoeyer would become a Sta- 
tute of theſe Kingdoms, muſt gain the 
concurrent Approbation of both Houſes, 
before it can receive the Royal Aſſent, and 
paſs into a Law. So that the Laws by 
which we are govern'd are, in ſome Sort, 


of 


— — — — — · ER K 
— — — — 
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of our own making, as having receiv'd the 
Conſent of the People of this Nation by 
their pact ny in Parliament. h | 
Tas Laws, thus m'd and conſtitu- 
ted, are put into the Hands of our Sove- 
reign, who has the ſole executive Power, 
and are to be made by him the Rules of 
his C ernment, as well As the Meaſure 
of i Subjects Obedience. But as it is 
impoſſible that he ſhould attend the Ex- 
ecution of theſe Laws in his own Perſon, 
ſo it was, neceflary_ that this Care ſhould 
be committed to Men of ſufficient Abili- 
ties for the Diſcharge of ſo important a 
Truſt, who being veſted with certain 
Powers deriv'd from him, might diſtribute 
Juſtice throu hout his Dominions. Hence 
aroſe the different Orders of. Magiſtrates 
among us, as well they who are nearer his 
Majeſty's Perſon, and preſide in the higher 
Courts of Judicature, as theſe who are 

plac'd over ſingle Towns or Diſtricts ; 
whoſe Office it is to preſerve the Peace 
C N and 


FRY 
and good Order of the Kingdom, to pu⸗ 
nil 8 or to commit Delinquents, to decide 


Matters of Controverſy which ſhall ariſe 


among the Peaple, or to refer them to 
the Deciſion 11 higher ( Court. | 


"Hp the Diſtribution of this Ni 
8 10 many "Hands is for this manifeſt 
Reaſon, that diftributive uſtice, whit is 
not FO 1 to nd 1 


rr 


© 3 ®FY 


Ee oy 1 Se to e 


vent or redreſs our Won either toi 
inflict leverer Penalties on cater Offen- 


85 
ces, or by tler Correction to put a Sto 
< 15 LE before . wicreale urs 


to 
more Ungodlinefs, | 


& Bf þ 


0 our arty 4 is, Ant a Power, 
ſo nec to tlie Preſervation of Society, 
is limited, that the Laws Have preſcrib d 
its Bounds, en it ſhall not” pals, = 

t 


ſince the Supreme Magiltrats 

bound by theſe very Laws, and thinks 
himſelf oblig d, upon all Occaſions, to 
conform. himſelf to them; nor can a ſin- 
gle Inſtance be produc d Ae his 
whole Reign of his Departure f n 
„ in Violation of them, 
infring'd the Pripileges, invaded the Rights, 
or encroach d upon the Liberties pf his Prox 
ple, A 
we are as free as the Nature of Govern- 
ment will admit of, that ye are in Nha 
Foſſeſſien of all our Civil Rights, and har 

all the Security of our future Enjoy 
of them, that the belt Lays, and the | 

Conſtitution, can poſſibly give Ws | 


From the Conſideration of our Civil, 
let us paſs on to that of our Religious 
Rights, which are ſecur d to us by the 
ſame Laws, whereby we enjoy our Ciyal, 


Foe me Religion w winch | is profcls'd by the 
oreateſt 


L 16 ] | 


greateſt Part of this Nation is inc 
ed with the State, and ſerves to-walke up 
our preſent happy Efightiſhnent in e 
and State: | | = 


Ann the Church, which 3 is "0 anita] 
e Is has all the Marks of a true 
Church, and of its being a ſound Part of 
that Catholick or Univerſal Church of 
Cuxrsr, which is diſpers d throu ghout the 
World. For it is not built upon che ſandy 
Bottom of a pretended Infallibility, but up- 

on the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, J=svs Cuxrsr Himfelt being the 
Thief Corner-Stone ; nor modell'd upon the 
Plan of human Traditions, but upon the 
unerring Rule of Gop's hes, and TRE 
tive Antiquity. | ” 


Ir is a Church, in which Nothing but 
that Faith which was once deliver'd to the 
Saints is contended for ; nothing but pure 
and undefiled Religion i is profeſs d; no- 
thing but the unadulterated Doctrines of 

| Chriſtianity 


( #9 1 

are taught and inculcated ; 
. of Know- 
ledge from the People, by locking up the 
Scriptures in an unknown Tongue, but al- 
Jows, and practiſes the Reading of Them 
both in Publick and in Private, in a Lan- 
guage that is beft underſtood of the People; 
in which ſame Language W 
Leen and ** en are 7 


5 Ari is a Church whoſe Worſhi is _" 
from all Idolatry and Superſtition, and 
freed from the Burthen of needleſs and in- 
ſigniſicant Ceremonies; whoſe Liturgy is an 
exact, and comprehenſive Form of Prayer, 
expreſſive of all our Deſires, and including 
all our Wants both Spiritual and Temporal; 
in which our own, and the Neceſſities of 
all Mankind are fumm'd up; and every 
Thing is contain'd, which is either need- 
ful for us to aſk of Cos, r 
thank Him mn | 


Ir 


{ 38 ] 


Ix js a Chazzch which has reſtor d the 
ancient Diſcipline, as far as the corrupt State 
iſtianity will gdmit of, and retain'd 

the primitive Form of Government, which 
under Cursr is committed to his Majeſty, 
and that ancient and venerable Order of 
Biſhops. Which has upon all Occafions 
proy d the Bulyark of 1 Reformation, 
and the ſtrongeſt Barrier againſt the 
Encroachments of the Church of Rowe. 
Which has produc'd the ableſt Champions 
for true Religion, as well among her La-: 
ity as Clergy, who have ftood the fumeſt 
in the moſt trying Times, and prov d the 
beſt — Te the Chriſtian Gale 


againſt all its Oppanents, 


om a Wenk, 11 a Church which 
none t bitter an perſecuting 
Spirit, which would force the Conſeiences 
of Men, and compel them to come in by 
ſanguinary Laws, es on the Contrary, 
uſes nothing but Arguments and Intreaties 
either to keep Men in, or to bring them 

Over 


[19 þ 
ober to her Emin j and white the 
cannot prevail by theſe Means, grants a 
Toleration to All, who are ſo unhappy. as 
to diſſent from ber; but to that Se OM | 
which would perſecu ecute and deſtroy the 
Reſt, and whoſe Princi ples, as Well as 
Practices, are directly fubverſive of our 
py Fftabliſhment both in Church and State. 
Aid yet, to. ſhew the Extenfveneſs of her 
Charity, ſhe has long conniv'd at the Ex- 
erciſe of that Religion in Private, which 


for her own ps i Ns allow of 
in Publick. 


10118 11 or a. 0. 

© Sven i that and Lt is unite; 5 
the State, which forms a Part of our Con- 
ſtiturion, and ſerves to TRA * Feli- 
clty of t 8 this og. 


Hi Any ip are ali ple oy 
* in in fuch 4 1 ha py "bleſſed. 0 the 
Peo te Who Have the e for their Gop. 
W, 6 Mation is there ſo great, that bath 
Statutes and Fudgments /o righteous ? 

$ Hho 


[20 
Abo ts like unto Thee, 0 Faye * 2 
the Lokb 5 | 


Avr thus, babe conſider d the Hatt 
neſs which we of it this Nation enjoy under 
our preſerit en, e in che . 

| SxconD Ptace very briefly bs ſhew thoſe 
; Diſpoſitions, or Affections, Which this Cons * 
ſideration ought to excite both in * 
trates ard People. | 


2 


Any the Firſt & thels i is | Thaaktoek 
to Almighty Gop, for the Preſervation 
and Continuance of theſe Bleſſings to us 
for having frequently interpos'd in Times 
of the greateſt Danger, and fav'd them 
from Peſtruction; for having reſtor d 
them when loſt; for tranſmitting them 

to us in their utmoſt Perfection, and 
affording us the moſt leaſing Froſpect of 
perpetuating theſe Ble 28 to our r 5 


(2) Devr. * 29. 


1 _ 


Poſ- 


27 ] 
ity. For theſe Incidents, fo extraor- 
dinary in their Nature, and fo beneficial 
in their Effects, carry with them the moſt 
evident Marks of their Divine Author. 
To conſider them, therefore, as mere Con- 
tingencies, or to impute them to any 
Thing, rather than to the Sovereign Diſ- 
poſer of all Things, is to be guilty of 
Ingratitude, and Impiety, at the {ame 
Time. Jo attribute them to mere human 
Wiſdom, to the Councils and Deſigns of 
Men, to the Skill and Dexterity of thoſe 
who had the Ma ent of publick At- 
fairs, is to rob Gop of his 2 and 
to aſcribe that Glory to Man which is due, 
to Him only: For a little Attention will 
ſerve to thew us that he had-the principal 
Hand in them; that he directed their 
Councils, and conducted their Defigns, 
and order d and diſpos d Events in ſuch a 
Manner, as to ſecure us in the Paſſeſſion 
of theſe Bleſſings : ' And therefore, not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto 
Thy Name be the Glory given. 

D 


Bur 


L 22 J. 
Bur Secondly : Another Diſpoſition, or 
Affection, which this Confidtration ought 
to excite in us, is a Zeal for the Honour 
of that Religion, and of thoſe Laws, 
which the Providence of Gop has won- 
derfully preferv'd to us: Bleſſings which 
are ſufficiently valuable in themſelves, and 
render d more ſo by the Manner in which 
they have been cranfinitebd to us. 'And 
certainly we cannot diſcover a more com- 
mendable Zeal than that which is ſhewn 
in the Cauſe of Gop and our Country, in 
Behalf of the beſt Religion and the beſt 
Laws in the World. To be cold and in- 
different toward them, is to be inſenſible 
of the Bleſſings we enjoy, and conſe- 
quently is the moſt ungrateful Return we 
can make for them. If the Regard we 
pay to Things ought to be in Proportion 
to their real Worth and Excellence, theſe 
demand our warmeſt Zeal and Affection; 
the one, as it ſecures to us the moſt valua- 
ble of all Bleſſings upon Earth; the 


_ as it gives us the fümeſt Affurance 
of 


[23] 
of the higheſt F ry we are en of 
in Heaven. 


An the beſt Way of expreſſing this 
Zeal, is by a conſtant Adherence to the 
Profeſſion, and an uniform Obedience to 
the Duties of our Holy Religion, by an 
inviolable Attachment to the real Intereſts, 
and a ſtrict Conformity to. the Laws of 
our Country. For. it ſignifies nothing to 
boaſt the Purity of the one, or the Ex- 
cellence of the other, if we pay a Regard 
to neither in our Actions and Behaviour, 
If our Lives be unſuitable to our Pro- 
feſſion, we might as well be Members of 
the worſt, as of the beſt Church in the 
World; and an arbitrary Government 
would ſerve our Turn much better, if we 
are refractory and diſobedient to the Laws 
we are under, if we abuſe our Freedom, 
and uſe. our Liberty as a Cloak of Licen- 
tiouſnels. If we would therefore pre- 
ſerye the Credit of our Religion, and ſup- 

port the Dignity of our Laws; if we 
| D 2 would 


[ 24 ] 
would render ourſelves worthy of theſe 
incſtimable Bleſſings, we ſhould. pay them 
a ſtrict Obſervance, and ſhew, out of a 
good — the real ere we 
have for them. | 


So far this Zeal is a Duty in com- 
mon both to and People: 
But then the Manner of expreſſing it is 
ſomewhat different. It is . that 
the People expreſs theirs by their Obe - 
dience to the Laws of Gop and Man; the 
Magiſtrate is not only ta do all this, but. 
more; he is to take Care that others do 
it likewiſe ; that is, he is to prevent, as. 
much WT him lies, the Infringement of 
theſe Laws; to make Uſe of that coer- 
cive Power which they have given him, to. 
reftrain. the. Licentionfaeds © ; the People, 
and to puniſh the  Wrong-Doers, . that 
others, being admoniſh'd = their Exam- 
ple, . be the more afraid to offend. 


Non 


( 25 ] 

Nor is: this all; it is the Buſineſs of 
the Magiſtrate likewiſe to adjuſt Differen- 
ces, and to decide all Matters of Contro- 
| _ which ſhall ariſe among the People, 
and which fall within the Limits of his 
Power: And in determining theſe Diſ- 
pe he is: to do nothing by Partiality, 
one to another; nor to re- 
gad either Rich or Poor, in the Admi- 
— of Juſtice. 7how ſhalt not, 
days: the Law of Mofes, countenance a 
poor Man in bis Cauyſe':' His Poverty, how 

foever, is no juſt Plea for ſhewing 

any undue Fayour: And therefore 
— leſs ſhould the Wealth of any Man 
extort that from the which he 
would deny to the Neceſſity of another. 
* Be not faint-bearted, FA the Son of 
Sirach, when thou fitteſt in gr ; 
and let not the Reverence of any | 
cauſe thee to fall. The Office of a Ma- | 
giſtrate is of too ſacred a Nature to be 


{1) Exod. xxiii, 3. (2) Eccrvs, iv. 9. (3) Eccuvs. iv. 22. 


trifled 


_— —— — — 


L 26 ] 


trifled with; and the Truſt repos d in 
him by his Country, is of fuch Impor- 
tance, as requires the utmoſt F idelity in 


dhe Diſcharge of it. Neither the Frowns 


of the Great, nor the Clamours of the 
Multitude, ſhould deter him from his 


Duty, nor in the leaſt incline him to give 


wrong Sentence, or accept the Perſon of 


the Ungodly. In a Word, nothing ſhould 


cither byaſs his Underſtanding, pervert his 


Will, or corrupt his Affections, ſo as to | 
1 Arr him from that chief Point, which 
ſhould be always in his View, the miniſ- 


w—_ of true Judgment unto the People. 
We, my Brethren, are, in Goel 


f the Duties of the Civil Magiſtrate, which 
I have ſet before You, not ſo much 


to inſtruct, as to exhort you to ſupport 
with Dignity the Character you ſuftain, and 
to tread in the Steps of thoſe who have 
gone before you. . For there have not been 


wanting Magiſtrates i in this City of the moſt 


undaunted Integrity, who have ſtood up 
: boldly 


ad Donn wa wi ao a 5 


L. L. 
boldly in the Cauſe of Virtue, and how 
dar de even to attack the Vices of the Great; 
who have ſuppreſs d, or at leaſt corrected, 
the Exceſs of that pernicious Practice of 

| Gains, ſo ruinous to the Fortunes, and 
ſo deſtructive of the Peace and Happineſs, 
not-only of ſingle Individuals, but of whole- 
Families. Proceed then in fo glarious a 
Cauſe, and copy theſe Examples which are 
laid before you. There are ſtill 'Exceſſes 
enou gh to 2 and: Vice to n 


„rn me "Leave only to mention One, 
namely that exceſſive Fondneſs which the 
Youth of both Sexes have ſhewn for Thea- 
trical Entertainments; which, by giving 
them a Taſte for Pleaſures unſuitable to the 
Condition of Life they are in, may indiſ- 
| poſe them for Buſineſs, and unfit them 
for the Employments they are intended 
for. Would it not be adviſeable therefore 
(if ſome Expedient could be found) to lay 
theſe Entertainments under proper Regu- 
lations; 


of | 


[28]. 
lations; and to reſtrain them, in. ſuch a 
Manner, that they may contribute only o 
the Amuſement of thoſe who reſort hither, 
and not be the Ruin of our own People? 
But this I ſhall leave to your Prudence and 
Diſcretion ; and ſhall: conclude, with beg-: 
ging Gop that he would 


ity ; that 
| of 


your own Conſciences ; and that your 
Conduct may be approv'd in the Sight of 


you may receive the ſecret A 
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